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throughout on documentary material and, in the main, particularly 
for the period after 1437, the conclusions seem to be adequately 
supported. Notwithstanding the peculiarities of the magisterium, 
and notwithstanding a tendency on the part of the author to sever 
economic from social history and to rely too dogmatically on the 
evidence of laws and official regulations, this work is bound to 
become a first authority upon the subject of which it treats. 

Bryn Mawr College. Charles M. Andrews. 

Beitrage zur neuesten Handelspolitik Deutschlands . Bande I 
und II. Herausgegeben vom Verein fur Socialpolitik. Leipzig, 
Duncker & Humblot, 1900-1901. — vi, 336 ; vii, 222 pp. 

Following the conclusion of the Caprivi commercial treaties at the 
beginning of the last decade, the Verein fur Socialpolitik issued 
several volumes on the commercial policies of the various nations 
for the twenty years preceding the inauguration of these treaties. 
In view of the termination of these agreements at the end of 1903, 
a spirited agitation is now going on in Germany among all classes 
interested in the formation of new commercial treaties. Science is 
having its say in the two volumes above indicated, which are to be 
followed by others in the near future. The present numbers con- 
tain articles by one English, one American and six German writers. 
The contributions of ten years ago were largely historical, recording 
definite commercial policies which had recently been inaugurated 
by Germany, France, the United States and other countries. The 
present series is more largely statistical and aims not so much to 
record past events as to furnish material which will help Germany in 
framing her future commercial policy at the expiration of the present 
treaties. 

Judging from the two volumes already issued, the series when 
completed will give us a most excellent picture of recent economic 
conditions in the more important countries of the world. Two of 
the most valuable contributions in the published numbers — most 
valuable because they strike at the very roots of the present agita- 
tion — relate to German agricultural tariffs. They are written by 
Professor Conrad (" Die Stellung der landwirtschaftlichen Zolle ") 
and Dr. Heinrich Dade (" Die Agrarzolle"). The former is a suc- 
cessful attempt to present the question from the standpoint of the 
general welfare ; the latter is more agrarian in tone, but dignified, 
scientific and free from the absurd demands met with so often in 
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agrarian literature. Dr. Dade comes to the conclusion that the 
surest and most just grain tariff rates would be the difference 
between the highest inland cost of production and the price at the 
frontier of grain brought from the country with the lowest cost of 
production. Professor Conrad's contribution is full of interest and 
value. He believes that German and Russian commercial relations 
will grow more and more harmonious; while, on the other hand, 
"with the American Union the antagonism of economic interests 
must grow sharper from year to year and a tariff war in the future 
is entirely unavoidable (ganz unvermeidlich)." He concluded as 
follows : 

Our agrarians still suffer severely under the lower grain prices, and in the 
near future it is not to be expected that prices in the world markets 
will advance. Therefore a removal of existing tariffs is for the present 
impracticable. On the other hand, agricultural conditions are improving 
and it is therefore to be expected that the depression here will be over- 
come, as has been the case in other countries, like Holland, Denmark and 
for the most part England also. 

Professor Francke's article on " Zollpolitische Einigungsbestre- 
bungen in Mitteleuropa " is an excellent summary of the agitation 
which has been going on for some years in western Europe for 
the formation of some sort of a middle-European tariff union. 
Although this movement has strong academic sanction in Germany, 
Professor Francke comes to the conclusion that a " customs agree- 
ment, in the sense of a complete union of two or more independent 
states in a single tariff union, is entirely out of the question for the 
present at least." 

Professor Hewins contributes an article on " English Imperial 
Federation," in which he gives us a very good picture of the present 
political attitude in Great Britain on this question, but he is careful 
to avoid prophecy. His contribution finds a good complement in 
Karl Rathgen's article, " Die englische Handelspolitik am Ende des 
neunzehnten Jahrhunderts." 

The first article in the series under discussion is one by the 
undersigned, entitled " Die Handelspolitik der Vereinigten Staaten, 
1890-1900 " ; while the last articles of both volumes, " Die deutsch- 
russischen Handelsbeziehungen " and " Die deutsch-amerikanischen 
Handelsbeziehungen," written by Dr. Carl Ballod, deal primarily with 
the trade statistics of the United States and Germany. Mr. Ballod 
appears to share Professor Conrad's view regarding the economic 
relations of the Fatherland to Russia and the United States. He 
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concludes that " Germany has no good reason to want a tariff war 
with America nor no reason for greatly fearing such an issue. . . . 
It would be desirable if a modus vivendi between Germany and 
America and Russia could be found which would have for its result 
no too violent economic disturbances." George M Fisk 

Tome Institute, Poet Deposit, Md. 

The Social Problem : Life and Work. By J. A. Hobson. 

London, James Nisbet & Co., 1901. — 295 pp. 

The particular excuse for the appearance of this volume is that it 
attempts to introduce us to the science and the art of social progress. 
Whether there is room for a general science of sociology on the 
broad lines which certain writers have attempted, is more than doubt- 
ful. But there is no doubt whatever that there is room for a theory 
of social progress. The welcome that is given to such works as 
Mr. Kidd's Social Evolution, with all their imperfections, and the 
general interest which is manifested in contributions to the problem 
of social improvement, whether they come from economic, ethical, 
biological or medical sources, show plainly enough that here is a 
field of knowledge where the interest far exceeds the supply of trust- 
worthy information. It is also apparent that the construction of a 
theory of social progress will require the examination and analysis of 
factors and forces which are not ordinarily included within the scope 
of purely economic inquiry. This volume deserves a place, therefore, 
even if it does no more than to force economists to see the limitations 
of their science when strictly defined. It also deserves commendation 
for not attempting to give us a complete science of society. 

The author divides his book into two parts, which he calls respec- 
tively " The Science of Social Progress " and " The Art of Social 
Progress." In the division of his material, however, it is not easy to 
see that he has followed any clear line of division between art and 
science. Under the " Science of Social Progress " he discusses such 
unrelated subjects as " Waste in Work and Life," " The Old and the 
New Political Economy " and " Necessaries and Luxuries." Under 
the "Art of Social Progress" he brings in the discussion of such 
abstract topics as the " Rights of Man," " Is a Leisure Class 
Desirable ? " " Society as Maker of Values," " Distribution according 
to Needs," the " Problem of Population " and the " Range and Area 
of Social Utility." 

While the author is probably right in contending that it will be 
impossible to construct a theory of social progress out of the materials 



